
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A big welcome to Issue 2 of Inn of the Shin, the first and official fanzine for South Bank CUACO FC. When we launched this in 
June, we were unsure of the reception it would receive but here’s some of the great feedback we’ve received from our 
members: 
 
 ‘yeah, I didn’t read it’ 
 
 ‘it’s certainly quicker than reading an actual book’ 
 
 ‘if I say it’s good, will you stop messaging me!?’ 
 
With feedback like that, we had no option but to launch Issue 2 for all the latest news, both important and irrelevant as well as 
further insight into the club you love and are proud to be a member of. 
 
As stated in the first edition, this sort of stuff only works if you, our valued membership base engages in this like you do in 
everything we do. All feedback and anything you want added within future issues can be accommodated – same rules as 
always - nothing rude, nothing offensive. 
 
We actually have some news related to playing football later in the issue but the first bit of good news and to reverse the hit 
Spice Girls song title, one become two as In of the Shin are delighted to announce the signing of Adam Stewart onto the 
editorial team. We now have someone with great ideas and input for this and future editions and most importantly, it makes 
the fanzine Christmas Party a lot less lonely! 
 
Let’s meet co-Editor Adam Stewart! 
 

Adam is well known around the club joining SBC around 5 years ago having 
been brought to the club by Simon Manners. An excellent striker for the 6s, 
who was joint top scorer during the 2019-20 season, Adam is also a fantastic 
part time keeper and has a long throw! A great clubman, one time Tour-ist, 
here are some facts about the new co-editor of Inn of the Shin: 

 
After impressing in training, Adam made his debut for the 7s away to Old 
Blues but had a very difficult start. Not in the actual game but when he 
approached the referee to ask if he could play in his beanie hat as ‘my floppy 
hair keeps getting in my eye’. The shocked referee, a real old school ref, did 
not give any detail apart from a dismissive ‘no’. Despite being hatless, Adam 
went on mark his debut with a bullet header in a 4-4 draw. 

 
 
 
Adam made his tour debut in Krakow 2020, his only tour to date after the cancellation of Sunny Beach 2020. Not many people 
have misjudged the activities and scope of Tour as much as Adam as he decided to bring not one, but two books to read. After 
some light hearted ribbing on the plane, Adam realised very quickly that Tour is not a place to read and didn’t get past the first 
paragraph! 
 
Fitness wise, Adam is right up there, likely in the league let alone the club. Very often putting team mates to shame by posting 
miles ran and times on the group whats app, his commitment to fitness peaked in Krakow when he went on a 10 mile run at 
9am. Pretty much the entire Tour party had gotten home from the night out at around 6am! 
 
Welcome Adam - a great addition to the editorial team! If you want to be part of it too, get involved! 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear fellow lovers of the beautiful game, 
 
What a rollercoaster ride it has been since the last edition.  We are indeed in unprecedented times - a second edition 
of this excellent magazine and our club is in three cup finals this weekend after “13 years of hurt”. 
 

Despite the landscape of misery out there, our club, 
thanks to your efforts, continues to go from strength to 
strength.  Pre season training numbers reached record 
numbers, bar takings went through the roof (good work 
Pasch, player registrations are up nearly 30% on last year, 
we are on the cusp of launching   
our 4rd additional team in five years, the 9th team under 
the leadership of Phil Truman and the new personalised 
kits that most every player is now wearing look bare smart 
(I am told that this is indeed the correct adjective to be 
used here). 

SBC 4th Team about to win the SAL Minor Novets Cup 2007 
 
Last Saturday I watched the 4th team play their first league game this season (a cracking 2-1 win vs HSBC), and I was 
reminded that some things about our club remain steadfastly the same; the camaraderie, the raucous home crowd 
at an away game, the shared love of and passion for football, the excellent passing and of course Smiffy’s unflinching 
approach to Law 11 of the game of football ie the law pertaining to  offside. 
 
Let’s really enjoy our new-found strength as a club and the friendships we have built to have an even better season 
this year.  There is much in the planning of which more in the next edition.  The Trust has secured funding of £161K 
for a six year pitch maintenance program to bring our pitches up to a higher quality and there are plans to raise a 
further £100K to lay a top notch properly drained pitch near the entrance to our ground. So there is much to look 
forward to in the long term as well. 
 
I look forward to seeing you out there on the pitch and playing the beautiful game with you.  Football is indeed coming 
home to Turney Road starting this weekend. 
 
Edward Watson 
Chairman Southbank Cuaco FC 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

History was made on Wednesday 3rd June 2020 as South Bank CUACO staged its first ever AGM via video conference 
(probably a history making event for every club in the SAL this year!). Alas, there was no free beer or pizza courtesy 
of Edward this year but the same energy as previous AGMs was evident as around 45 SBC registered players joined 
the call (around a third of the club). 
 
As always, the main presenter keeper of order was the Club Chairman Edward Watson. However, unlike in face to 

face AGMs, Edward quickly discovered the joys of being able to put people on mute. So much easier to keep a flow 

to proceedings, at one point Edward’s eyes glazed over as he imagined a world where he could mute people in real 

life with a simple press of a button (Editor TC: I assume this is in reference to his children rather than the fine 

upstanding gentleman of SBC).  

There was a huge sigh of relief from the club’s HR department when SBC super legend Ralph Salter joined and 
unlike the previous week’s committee meeting, appeared fully clothed! 
 
However, the start of the AGM faced a real challenge before it began as, in the absence of the AGM stalwart and 
essential Colin Ferris, Edward asked for a volunteer to take the minutes. It was miraculous how many people 
suddenly had Wifi issues or simply looked down away from the camera. But cometh the hour, cometh the 
man…..well cometh the gazelle as none other than Kieran Reeves, sporting a tremendous lockdown beard 
volunteered to be chief scribe.  
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman Watson, started by reminiscing how SBC AGMs used to struggle to get to double figures let alone almost 
hit 50 – a testament to how much the current crop of players care about their club and it’s future. 
 
A brief financial summary was presented by Treasurer Toff Choudhury. Despite the finances being in good shape, 
there was much uncertainty around the new season and as such how the registration and match fees would shape 
up as a result.  
 



 

 

Then it was down to business with the election of officers. The voting button also became a prominent new feature 
of the AGM – the revealing of the results inevitably followed by a cry of ‘who didn’t vote for me?’ from someone. 
 
There were very few surprises in the opening positions as several committee members held onto their roles with 
near unanimous votes. However, 3 names were added to the committee – George Martin as Registration Secretary, 
Anam Hassan as Recruitment Secretary and Ally Hendry as Social Media (website). A fourth, Hans Neufeld as 
Sponsorship Secretary was added in a post-AGM meeting. Welcome to the new committee members and thank you 
for taking on your respective roles to help drive the club forward. 
 
New committee members: 
 

 
 
  George Martin    Anam Hassan   Hans Neufeld        Ally Hendry 
   (Registration)   (Recruitment)   (Sponsorship)          Social Media (website) 
 
 
There followed a brief interruption as Chairman Watson questioned how the note taking was going, having viewed 
a very, very relaxed Kieran Reeves with both hands on his head, notebook and pen firmly planted on the coffee 
table. This prompted Reeves into immediate action after originally admitting he had stopped as he didn’t know 
Wozza’s real name (Wozza had secured his position on the committee a whole 15 minutes previously!). 
 

As it looked like the voting for positions was coming to a natural conclusion, there 
then followed one of the most explosive and unexpected moments in SBC AGM 
history. One of the greatest examples of brotherly betrayal since Phil slept with 
Sharon behind Grant’s back in EastEnders as Ali Kokaz challenged incumbent Felix 
Oppenheimer for the position on Honorary Auditor. It’s what the people wanted and 
what followed was a brief campaign to secure the favour of the electorate. It was 
evident Felix and Ali had very different styles in gaining the popular vote. Ali relying on 
the campaign slogan, randomly shouting ‘make South Bank great again’ whilst 
attacking his rival ‘I will end sleepy Felix’s corrupt reign’. Felix wasn’t happy at the 
betrayal, ironically like Ali had spat water at him (inside joke!) but decided to stay 
classy, having assumed the electorate would turn against Ali. Whilst it was a very close 
result, this was an astute strategy as Felix won the vote and was appointed Honorary 
Auditor for a second term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

The final and one of the most important parts of the AGM was the proposal of the 
team captains by Club Captain, Luke Howard. These were accepted, pretty much 
unanimously (there unfortunately always must be one on every vote who has to 
abstain!). Once again, there was a sense of continuity and if it’s not broken, why try 
and fix it as 7 captains retained their positions.  
 
The only addition being young gun Mark Aston taking over as 3s captain from Jon ‘The 
Ox’ Hanna, who was giving up the role due to increased family commitments. The club 
thanks Jon for the work he did as 3s skipper last season, running a team with great 
spirit, challenging for promotion at the time the season ended prematurely and he 
leaves a solid foundation for Mark to build on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
That ended a history making and eventful AGM for South Bank CUACO FC.  
 
From a long and interesting evening, there were four things very evident: 
 

o An AGM via video conferencing is the way forward for future years! 
o You simply can’t beat a good election! 
o Any hopes Kieran Reeves had of being an Executive PA have been firmly dashed! 
o There are a lot of people across the entire club who care about the present and future of South Bank 

CUACO! 
 
Here is the full list of Committee members and Captains for the forthcoming FY2020-21 season.  
 
Committee       Captains       
President   Ralph Salter   1st team manager  Edward Watson 
Chairman   Edward Watson  2nd team captain  Josh John 
Vice-Chairman   Ian Pereira   3rd team captain  Mark Aston 
Club Secretary   Colin Ferris   4th team captain  Paddy Mckeown 
Treasurer   Toff Choudhury  5th team captain  Andy Peterson 
Club Captain   Luke Howard   6th team captain  Dan George 
Registration Secretary  George Martin   7th team captain  Alex Russell 
Match Secretary  Toff Choudhury  8th team captain  Russell Sanchez 
Social Secretary  Wozza Wilson 
Social Media   James Hutchfull 
Social Media (website) Ally Hendry 
Recruitment   Anam Hassan 
Honorary Auditor  Felix Oppenheimer 
Sponsorship Secretary Hans Neufeld 
 
This season promises to be as challenging as the previous season but we have a good bunch to take this on – not 
just the names above but all the registered members of this club. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Covid-19 is a highly infectious and dangerous disease. A resumption and continuation of contact play is only 
achievable if those involved create and maintain a controlled environment that minimises the threat of infection. 
 
Risk in sport cannot be completely eradicated but with caution and care these risks can be reduced. 
 
Each player will need to decide when to return to contact football, based on their own circumstances and 
the arrangements that have been put in place for a safe return. This is particularly the case for players from 
BAME communities or those with underlying health conditions. 
 
All those returning to competitive grassroots football must adopt the following code of behaviour: 
 
Be aware of your own personal health. If you show any of the Covid-19 symptoms you must stay at home, inform 
NHS Test and Trace and seek medical advice. Before each training session and each match you MUST on the day of 
the session or match complete the online questionnaire at https://bit.ly/2DQct6X  
Be responsible. Read the guidance provided by The FA and by your club so that you are aware of the changes to the 
game and what is expected of you. This will include things like being prepared to wash your own kit, bringing your 
own labelled water bottle and hand sanitiser and being aware of changes to meet-up times. 
Practise good hygiene. Wash your hands with hand sanitiser regularly and before, during and after a game.  Balls 
and equipment should as much as possible not be handled except as required by a coach.  In particular balls that go 
out of play should be moved using your feet. 
Where possible maintain social distancing. This won’t always be possible in a competitive match environment (for 
example when tackling an opponent) and that is acceptable. However, before, and after a game, during half time 
and during any other breaks as well as during travel to and from the venue you should maintain social distancing.  
Support NHS Test and Trace. You’re likely to be asked to provide your details using https://bit.ly/2DQct6X  so that 
in the event of a Covid-19 outbreak those potentially infected can be  traced. This is to everyone’s benefit so please 
cooperate. 
Do not spit. Spitting and the rinsing out of mouths is now a recognised risk to health and must not be done. Avoid 
shouting or raising your voice if face to face with other players. Chewing gum is also banned whilst taking part in 
football activities at the club. 
After the game. Be aware that other users may be waiting to use the facilities. Changing rooms and showers are 
likely to be closed and any socialising must follow the Government’s guidance on social distancing. 
 
Training session and match day check list 
For each training session and match day 
Complete the online SBC self-assessment questionnaire before you travel at https://bit.ly/2DQct6X  
Bring the following 
Your issued match day kit (league and cup matches) 
A blue shirt (preseason friendlies) 
Both a white shirt and a blue shirt (for all training sessions) 
A named water bottle 
A named container of hand sanitiser for use before, during and after the session/match 
Named sunscreen and medication (if required) 
A payment card (cashless payment only now) 
Any personal kit 
Arrive changed and ready to play and shower afterwards at home 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2DQct6X
https://bit.ly/2DQct6X
https://bit.ly/2DQct6X


 

 

 
 
 
    
   The SAL officially started on the 12th September. Football is back! 
 

With the sheer number of clubs in the SAL, the different considerations of each under these 
unique times, it takes a lot of time and effort from volunteers to make it happen. This of 
course doesn’t happen by magic and for that we have the excellent and hardworking people 
on the Southern Amateur League committee and sub-committee to thank. Last year they 
dealt with 2 storms and pandemic! 
 

We can’t thank everyone on there enough but as well as our very own Colin Ferris who is the SAL Secretary, special 
mentions to Eric Owen (Fixtures), Steve Martin-Lawrence (registration) and Daryl Ann (referees) who our 
committee members deal with on a weekly basis. 
 
(Editor AS: ‘Toff, as requested, we’ve bigged up the SAL Committee in the hope they don’t dish any fines out to us 
for late teamsheets and scores this season!’). 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Hope everyone is well and looking after themselves in these times. 
 
After the cancellation of last season, the new season has finally got going with 2 wins from 2 on the opening 
weekend. 
 
Since we returned to training on the 4th July, the club has only gotten stronger in times where no one could’ve 
predicted how it may have affected us membership wise. For me, this is the best pre-season the club has ever had, 
training numbers the highest they’ve ever been thanks to Edward and the captains. Anam has also been recruiting 
so well that I am delighted to announce in Issue 2 of In off the Shin that the launch of the 9th team has been voted in 
by the committee. 
 
Finally, good luck to the 2s, 5s and 6s in their cup finals. Bring home those trophies as it’s been so long since we won 
some silverware! 
 
Luke Howard 
Club Captain 
 
 



 

 

 

 

After years of hearing ‘it’s ok, we can concentrate on the league’ following cup exits, Saturday 19th September marks 

a huge day for the club as we play in not one, not two but three cup finals. That’s right, three cup finals in one 

afternoon! Here’s what’s happening where and how we got there: 

 
AFA Intermediate Cup Final – South Bank CUACO 2s v NUFC Oilers 2s @ Bank of England, 4pm KO 
 

The day’s late kick off is at the Bank of England as Josh John’s 
2nd team look for AFA Intermediate Cup glory against NUFC 
Oilers 2s.  

 
It’s been an eventful cup run with every team the 2s have 
played being from either the division above or the top division. 
It started with a win against Old Parks way back on the 5th 
October before penalty heroics from Steve against Icarus. A 
controversial match against Civil Service which went to extra 
time was followed by a more comfortable win against Bank of 
England in the quarters.  

 
Despite the weather (and the additional cost of hiring the Crystal Palace National Sports centre stadium pitch), it 
was all worth it the moment Darren Wilson latched onto Jason Hollis’ 30 yard pass and calmly slotted past the on-
rushing keeper for the late winner. NUFC, two divisions above, promises to the toughest yet but on paper there 
hasn’t been an easy game in this run. One more big effort is needed! 
         
The road to Bank of England: 
SF   1-0 v Winchmore Hill 2s  Wilson 
QF   4-0 v Bank of England 2s  J John, Taylor, Ribar, Ellis 
Last 16   2-1 v Civil Services 2s (AET)   Wilson, OG 
2nd Rnd  0-0 v Icarus 3s (won 5-4 on pens). 
1st Rnd   3-1 v  Old Parkonians 2s   Smith (2), Ribar      

 
       
SAL Intermediate Novets Cup Final – South Bank CUACO 5s v Broomfield 4s @ Civil Service, 3pm KO 
 

SBC 5s head to Civil Service looking for cup glory at Civil Service 
against Broomfield 4s. Andy Peterson’s men were enjoying a 
successful 2019-20 season before it ended early, challenging for 
the league as well as embarking on an eventful cup run. The cup 
run started on the 7th December with a high-scoring thriller v 
Merton 4s, Nick Saqui the hat-trick hero including 2 in extra 
time. A real tough game followed against the youngsters of The 
Warren 3s, the match going back and forth before a Luke 
Delaney winner. Another battle followed in the semi-final with 
an extra time win against HSBC 4s – two goals from goalscoring 
machine Jacopo Amorfini.  
 

The 5s face unfamiliar opponents in Broomfield 4s on Saturday but glory beckons if this last hurdle is overcome. 



 

 

The road to Civil Service: 
SF   2-1 v HSBC 4s (AET)   Amorfini (2) 
QF   4-3 v The Warren 3s   Thomas, Amorfini, Saqui, Delaney 
1st Rnd   5-3 v Merton 4s   Amorfini, Keeney, Saqui 3) 
 
 
SAL Junior Novets Cup Final – South Bank CUACO 6s v EBOG 5s @ EBOG, 2pm KO 
     

The 6s start the cup final proceedings with a long trip up to 

North London to face EBOG 5s on their own patch. Dan George’s 

team have faced progressively tougher matches as the 

competition has gone on. The 6s won their 3 group matches 

with ease, 4 goal margin wins in each of them with 11 different 

goalscorers along the way. The quarter-final win against Old 

Blues 4s was not as comfortable as the scoreline suggests, with 

a tight game settled by 3 late goals. The cup semi final was a 

battle royale between two very good sides at Civil Service in one 

of the games of the season.  

Coming twice from behind thanks to a George Thompson double, the game was settled by 25 yard curler from 

Simon Manners in the last minute of the game.  

One more tough test awaits the 6s on Saturday but cup glory would be a fitting way to end the last campaign. 

     

The road to EBOG 
SF    3-2 v Civil Service 7s   Thompson (2), Manners 
QF   3-0 v Old Blues 4s   Manners, Aston, Taylor 
Gp stage  4-0 v Civil Service 8s   Pittala, George (2), Thompson 
Gp stage  5-1 v Actonians 8s   Choudhury, Stewart, Pittala, Hassan, Cockburn 
Gp stage  6-2 v Old Wilsonians 8s  Rasaki (3), Lempriere, Howell, Balmforth  
  
 
Each of the SBC cup final teams have had some amazing moments on their respective cup runs, some very 
memorable cup runs that will be talked about in years to come. It’s one more herculean effort needed for the 3 
teams and cup glory awaits – good luck to all three SBC teams! 
 

Check out facebook for lots more pre-cup final build up with interviews with all three captains and player profiles. 

 

Late edit – it’s all very exciting but if we lose all three cup finals 2-1, we should be too sad!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all our members, existing and new who have been so prompt with getting in their registration fees into the club. 
Amongst the cheapest registration fees in the league at £65 which includes around 28 weeks training on the 3G at Crystal 
Palace and up until the 31st August included a full matchday kit- absolute bargain! We could only have done this as a result of 
the club’s members ensuring they paid their reg and match fees through the years and one of the reasons my catchphrase of 
‘have you sent your match fees’ is an annoying necessity! 
 
The matchday kit initiative has been a huge success and despite a few minor issues – Liam Coughlaw – it means we will 
certainly look the part on Saturdays and of more importance, helps with COVID protocols. We have also extended the 3G 
training by 30 minutes due to the sheer numbers who are going to training (which is awesome by the way) but this comes at a 
significant cost. There are also several other costs incurred to ensure COVID protocols are followed. 
 
During the launch of the new kit initiative, I stated match fees may rise to £11 per match at some point in the season. I will of 
course be keeping a close eye on the financials and the increase in match fees remains a real possibility. If / when this is 
decided, and approved by the committee, it will be communicated to members asap. But overall, despite the uncertainty, we 
cautiously remain in good shape financially. 
 
Away from the Finances, the atmosphere around the club seems really positive. So much is going on and I know South Bank 
CUACO will continue to be that nice place where you can get away from the stresses of ‘real’ life. It’s especially pleasing to see 
the calibre on the pitch and characters off the pitch that are amongst the new players joining – an seemingly endless number 
proud to wear the shirt, to have a pint with and to tell how I got MOM in the cup semi final! 
 
There is so much to look forward at SBC this season but in the forefront – good luck to the 2s, 5s and 6s in their respective cup 
finals on Saturday. 
 
Toff Choudhury 
Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

The club are saddened to learn of the passing of Fudge, beloved member of the Watson 
household. The unlikely answer to the quiz question of most appearances at SBC Committee 
meetings over the past decade, Fudge was often the only one who looked interested during 
the more mundane items on the agenda. Each captain and committee member has also felt 
the anguish of not being able to give Fudge some pizza as she looked at you with those big 
brown eyes!  

 
Thoughts with Edward, Helen, Ollie and Izzy. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

On Saturday 8th August, the club came together for the delayed 201920 end of season presentation evening – a season 
that was one of the most challenging, interesting and talked about seasons in SBC history (and it hasn’t technically 
finished yet!) 
 
Alas, no Committee v legends match this season but there were numerous pre-season matches at Club Langley during 
the day. Back to Turney Road in the evening and full social distancing measures were in place with the first end of season 
that was staged outdoors.  
 
The master of ceremonies, Wozza Wilson took the microphone and after the opening address by Edward Watson and a 
welcoming of the new players by Wozza, it was down to business and the awards.  
 
Firstly, there was a special thank you and gifts for John and Jackie Howard for putting up with us for 9 months of the 
year. Whilst he may never ever admit it, John was and is always delighted to have SBC back in his clubhouse!! 
 

New to the presentation evening was walk on music for the captains and 
award winners. For that we have DJ Ollie Watson to thank. No doubt he 
had the hippest tracks available to play but the SBC play list was slightly 
different – 10 WWE songs, S Club 7, Mcbusted, Blazing Squad, Canada’s 
national anthem, you can’t say we’re not a cool bunch! 

 
 
 

 

 
Each of the captains did a tremendous job presenting the awards for their respective teams – differing styles from a full 
and comprehensive summary of the season to some just reading out three names! 
 
Congratulations to all the award winners: 
 

Club Fantasy Football winner     Nick Saqui 
 
8th team top goal scorer    Tom Pitt-Rashid 
8th team managers player of the year   Herval Webster   
8th team players player of the year   Matt Doolan 
 
7th team top goal scorer    Darren Smith, Mark Payne, Ashley Blair 
7th team managers player of the year   Luke Howard 
7th team players player of the year   Darren Smith 
 
6th team top goal scorer    George Thompson & Adam Stewart 
6th team managers player of the year   Tom Aldous 
6th team players player of the year   Robbie Cockburn 
 
5th team top goal scorer    Jacopo Amorfini 
5th team managers player of the year   Stan Jones 
5th team players player of the year   Jacopo Amorfini 
 



 

 

4th team top goal scorer    Ollie Johnson 
4th team managers player of the year   Mark Aston 
4th team players player of the year   Ollie Johnson 
 
3rd team top goal scorer    Malik Ellis 
3rd team managers player of the year   Birju Shah 
3rd  team players player of the year   Harry Mesure 
 
2nd team top goal scorer    Darren Wilson 
2nd team managers player of the year   Rob Marshall 
2nd team players player of the year   Jason Hollis 
 
1st team top goal scorer    Matt Knowles 
1st team players player of the year   Martin Fennon 
 
Treasurers Award     Dan George (and the 6s) 
Chairmans Award     Luke Howard 
 
Team of the year     South Bank CUACO 8s 
 
The Ralph Salter Award for Clubman of the Year Edward Watson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The night of surprises didn’t end there as one of the most remarkable sights you will ever see took place – Edward 
Watson out in Hootananeys at 2am! We’re unsure if Edward will be looking to make a repeat appearance although were 
Hootananeys to start playing ‘Pink Floyd instead of the noise they put on’ the chances increase significantly. 
 
One less surprising event also took place as the inevitable happened - Robbie Cockburn ‘I’m taking my trophy out 
tonight, don’t worry I won’t lose it’. 
 
Club appeal: if you have been approached by someone pretending to be Robbie Cockburn holding a 6s player of the 
season trophy, please call the club hotline immediately. On safe receipt of the trophy, a generous reward will not be 
given. 
 
All in all a great day, evening and night and well worth the wait! 
 

 

 

 

 

At our club, we know that whilst we want to win football matches, we’re here to bring much more to our members 
and the community than a bit of metal at the end of the season.   
 
With 190 + members, it’s impossible for a few committee members or captains to know what every player is going 
through. So it’s every member’s responsibility to reach out to their fellow members if they feel there is someone 
going through mental health issues, even more so in these times than ever. 
 
Mental illness does not discriminate; it can affect anyone regardless of age, gender, geography, income, social 
status, race/ethnicity, religion/spirituality, sexual orientation, background or other aspect of cultural identity.  
 
If you’re struggling there is always someone to reach out to – whether it’s a clubmate, a member of the committee, 
your captain – there are plenty pf people who will be there for you at SBC. At the same time, it’s fine to ask if 
someone is ok if you’re concerned about someone. We must be there for eachother and ensure we recognise it’s ok 
not to be ok. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Despite a few interesting questions – ‘does my matchday kit have to be blue!?’ – the SBC new kit initiative was a great 
success - a fully personalised matchday kit included as part of paying your registration fees. The majority of kits will be 
with players but if not, you can pick them up from Toff or Luke at the clubhouse in specific time slots.  
 
Orders 2 and 3 will be with us within 2 and 5 weeks respectively. 
 
Thanks to those who helped sort the seemingly endless items of kit on the arrival of order 1 – Edward Watson, Luke 
Howard, Martin Fennon, Charlie Rainsford, Ashley Blair, Russell Sanchez, James Hutchfull, Paddy Mckeown, Andy 
Peterson, Mark Aston, James Pollard, Morgan Smith, Josh John, Alex Russell and more we’re forgetting!  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great effort too by Macron. Only a tiny number of errors on such a huge order – one being possibly a deliberate error 

for Liam (perhaps they read his interview in Issue 1 of In off the Shin). 

Perhaps the most notable purchaser of a matchday shirt is South Bank CUACO superfan Harriet Knowles (JJ’s girlfriend) 

who bought the shirt not because she had to but because she wanted to. That’s right, the shirts are now in fashion! That 

said Harriet, if you ever did want to use that shirt to play for SBC, we’re pretty sure you’d be able to push JJ out of the 4s 

into the 5s – it would be the greatest story In off the Shin would ever publish! 

 



 

 

 

 

With the new kit initiative in full flow, lets look back at some of our other kits in history: 

 

Founded in 1919, the Commercial Union and Associated Offices Athletic Club began life 

in white and blue. Though there were some variations, the theme remained much 

unchanged until the mid-1960’s. An eagle-eyed patron of the South Bank bar may find a 

team photograph of this now century old team including a scruffy young Edward Watson 

sporting this particular number. Incidentally, with just 4 wins from 19 games in their 

maiden campaign, we can only assume Ed’s tactics were embraced wholesale.  

 

With an impressive 12 wins from 18 in the league and an AFA Surrey Cup, the 1946-47 

Borough of Polytechnic strip was distinctive. The unorthodox mix of old gold, royal and 

navy blue was certainly eye catching; albeit not in the way they might have intended and 

was quietly retired after only two seasons. Though this particular get-up seems to have 

been confined to the annals of history, there is no doubt that it brought a great deal of 

success to its wearers. Perhaps the current South Bank 1st Team might consider bringing it 

back for the 20/21 campaign? Every little helps… 

 

The mid-70’s, an era of Concorde, Led Zeppelin and a spate of top 10 finishes for the black 

and yellow wearing Commercial Union. Yes, the league comprised of only 12 teams, but 

as any Spurs fan will insist after a swift post-match drink, success isn’t measured in 

trophies… The Commercial Union must have agreed as this colour scheme was kept until 

the 1990’s with similarly “Spursy” outcomes to their seasons. Surely a South Bank away 

kit contender? 

 

When South Bank merged with the Commercial Union to become South Bank CUACO in 

2001, so too did almost a century of amateur football history. While emblazed by various 

sponsors, there has been little deviation from blue and yellow since. The colours we wear 

were 100 years in the making. Indeed, they carry with them the comradeship forged by a 

century of Saturdays on which people like us decided to play football. So whether you’re a 

newcomer or a seasoned veteran, wear yours with pride! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Not many recent signings have made as much as an impact as Anam Hassan at SBC. A free transfer from Merton, 

Anam was the 7s captain in his first season at SBC, made a huge impact on his only Tour in Tallinn and has recently 

been appointed onto the Committee as Recruitment Secretary. This midfield maestro never misses a game, always 

goes to training and is a big part of the club. We sent Adam Stewart to go and find out more about Anam Hassan, 

both the footballer and the man, here’s what he found: 

 

On a sunny Saturday afternoon at Turney Road, after a particularly intense 

training session, I find myself locked in conversation with a man whose needs 

no introduction. A man whose legendary edge of the box step overs (his own 

box) bring his team mates to tears. A man who has quickly established himself 

as the second-best Bangladeshi at South Bank. A man whose proclivity for all 

things large and avian has cemented his towering and intimidating mythos. Yet, 

one swallow does not a summer make. In short, We need to talk about Anam.     

Clad in a flowery blue shirt (velour), Anam expresses a wish to conduct the 

interview somewhere private. So, away from the bustling balcony of our team 

mates and the cantankerous jeers of the cricketers, we find a spot in the open 

field and begin. Occasionally he sips on a fruit cider… 

 

Q. We’ll start with an easy one. Who is your favourite player to play with at 

South Bank? 

My favourite player to play with has to be Ed Watson… 

********************************************************************** 

And with that, the interview is over. I get up to leave and return to my half eaten burger. It’s been as informative as 

it has been entertaining.  

But wait! Anam calls me back… 

********************************************************************** 

I’m not just saying it. People don’t realise just how good he is. He wins every ball, every 

header. Alongside Ed I feel much safer in my play. I know that when I come to collect 

the ball he’ll be kicking everyone around me. He’s like Roy Keane towards the end of 

his career. Yes, the legs had gone… but the intensity was still there in bucket loads. 

He’s like a throwback to when football was a much harder game. Millennials, the 90’s 

kids, they don’t realise how softer the game is today. Ed stands as a reminder of that 

fact.  



 

 

Q. Fair enough… Talk us through your best ever goal. 

So, I’ve scored 3 goals for the club. The first of them was against the 5’s where 

everybody thought I was offside. I bent my run and conned the colonel. 

Everybody thought it should have given it as offside but I buried it and the rest is 

history. That was very sweet.  

The second was a header, just to show everyone at the club that I’m an aerial 

threat. Elliot set me up, I found some space and rose above everyone else. 

The third was a long range shot down on the roadside pitch. Players from the 

earlier 5’s game were watching and I was dropped from the starting line up so that was like redemption for me. I 

should have scored a second goal in that game too. We were 3-0 down against Civil Service and I went and grabbed 

the game by the scruff of the neck. We came back to draw 3-3. That was probably my best game for South Bank. I 

was top of the tree after that. I had so much confidence.  

I’ve also scored against South Bank for Merton in a 7-2 victory.  

Q. Describe your new role at the club.  

This season I’m responsible for bringing in all the good new players that we see. I talk to them 

about how they’re joining more than just a football club. There’s a lot of player liaising at South 

Bank and I tell them that it’s a like an extended family.  

That being said, I actually took this role with a great deal of reluctance. Toff thrust upon me. 

Sorry, Toff thrust this upon me a bit like Michael Jackson’s babies. I’m not the most socially 

“good” guy but I’m a good salesman and I’m good at selling the club.  

 

Q. What made you decide to leave Merton and join South Bank? 

Ooh, this is actually a long story. I didn’t play much for Merton. It was the last game of the 

season against South Bank. I didn’t get picked but I came and watched anyway as Turney 

Road is only 10 minutes away from my house. I made a mental note to myself that I would 

play for South Bank in the next season. If I’m honest, I flirted with South Bank and 

Merton for a while. I went to both training sessions over the summer, deliberating over 

which club would get my subs money.  

In the end I chose South Bank. Now, every time I go back to play Merton I feel like I’m Sol 

Campbell. They call me Judas, they actually do. When I play them down there they get 

tight on me and try to mark me out of the game. They show me respect and that tells me 

they know what they lost when I left. It was an acrimonious transfer and since I left 

they’ve gone from 7 teams to only 5. This is what happens though. I bring change 

wherever I go. I’m all in now. Football, relationships… When I’m in, I’m all in.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Q. You are widely considered one of South Bank’s most eligible bachelors. Do you have any messages for the 

ladies who might be reading this?  

Like I said, football, relationships, I’m all in all the time. After sessions my groins are 

always burning. I know all the exclusive parties too. You will often find me rushing off 

to attend one of them. Perhaps you’d like to join me?  

Listen, I dress well. Today I’m wearing a button down top. You’ll notice that it’s 

velour. I’m a fan of no-look socks and I also have this yin-yang ring on my finger. That’s 

my philosophy. It’s all about the duality of people. There are two sides to every coin 

and I’m all about bringing them together. I’m a deeply philosophical person. There are 

two sides to me.  

 

Q. What was your worst game for South Bank?  

I don’t think I’ve had many truly bad games. I’ve been part of bad results though. We lost 5-0 

to Salesians and I felt pretty low after that. I always feel responsible for defeats. I’m my own 

biggest critic.  

 

Q. Who is the best player you’ve seen at South Bank? 

It has to be Matt Knowles. His first touch is like a pass to himself. He’s like the strawberry 

blonde Yaya Touré of South Bank. A class act.  

 

Q. We need to discuss tour... Describe it in 3 words for people who haven’t been before. 

Crazy, fraternal and melliferous…  

We went to Estonia in 2018 and I was keen to show my skills to guys in the higher teams. Well, that was my plan at 

least. As it was I got distracted by an aviary, the biggest in Tallinn. It’s a well-documented fact that I’m a keen bird 

watcher and, well, there’s nothing quite like the birds in Tallinn.   

I went alone, of course I did. The guys don’t share my interest. When I got there I was stunned. Seriously, the 

biggest bird I’ve ever seen. No way that bird could fly! When scoping out large birds, I always play by a simple rule: 

If I can fit my arms around it so that my hands touch on the other side, the bird 

isn’t a threat to me.   

In a moment of madness, I offered it some cold chips, the only food I had on 

me. Lightning fast, it grabbed my hand and attempted to drag me away. I had to 

make a choice; let the big bird go or sustain injuries that might bring my tour to 

an early end. I managed to get away unscathed but my pride had taken a heavy 

beating. Moments like that define us. That was my moment.      

On an unrelated note, I met a girl who worked in the club shop of the ground 

where we played a friendly. She’ll always be the one that got away. 

 

 



 

 

Q. You were a captain in your first season at South Bank. Any chances you’ll take up that mantle again? 

Look, I’m just concentrating on my game at the moment. I 

really want to play as high as possible. It’s all about me 

trying to impress. If you want someone who knows how 

to move on the pitch, where to get the ball and take the 

ball, that’s me. I’m looking to play in the 4’s next season 

and bypass Andy Peterson-Chandler altogether. Paddy 

had a word with me recently and he told me he liked the 

cut of my jib. He’d had a few drinks but, like with the 

duality of people, my yin and yang philosophy, I could see 

in his eyes that he meant it. 

 

Q. Who is your favourite 90’s Premier League player? 

Dennis Bergkamp is probably my number 1. His touch was unbelievable. I also liked Steve McManaman and Robbie 

Fowler. 

 

Q. Which player from any time in history are you most 

similar to? 

I wear number 4 generally so I’d say Cesc Fabregas would 

be closest to me. Right now though I’m all about 

improving so Marco Veratti is who I want to be like. He’s a short and 

technical player with a scrappy edge. I want to add that to my game. I 

play like Jorginho at the moment. He’s not great defensively but good on 

the ball. Give the ball to him and he sees the picture just like 

me.  

 

Q. We were 4-0 up against the bottom of the league team 

last year and you lost it! What was all that about?  

I might have been slightly hung over for that one but I make no apologies for it. I demand 

high standards regardless of who we play. People were telling me to calm down but I saw 

standards slipping. One of their guys was like, “you think you’re David Beckham or 

something?” and I was like, “I do. I play like him and I dress like him off the pitch.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The new matchday kits were not the only bundles of joy arriving at SBC recently: 
 

Massive congratulations to 5th team centre back rock Monty Milbourn and Tara on the arrival 
of their first child, Finley. 
 
Rumour has it whilst Tara did all the hard work, Monty shouted a lot and organised the 
delivery room into two banks of four, a little like he does on a Saturday afternoon. 

     
It could be a big month for Monty as he could have a son and a SAL Intermediate Novets cup 
winners medal in the space of a few weeks – and no doubt he will love them in equal 
measure! 

      
 

 

Huge congratulations to club legend goalkeeper Steve East and his wife Cecilia on the arrival 
of baby number 2, Robyn Ivy Orme East. 
 
Easty has this fatherhood lark down to a tee and will shortly be giving classes to other SBC 
members for a small fee. 
 
That said, now as the only male in a house of 4,  we could be seeing Easty availability ramp up 
significantly!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wishing speedy recoveries for ace marksman Julian Howell 

(hernia op) and new kid on the block Charlie Heron (ligaments) 

from their respective injuries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
What do you do if you don’t win too many trophies, you buy one yourself! This was of course nothing to do with who won but 
the start of a new tradition when two clubs come together every pre-season, play a few competitive and fair matches and 
have a drink afterwards. And quite fitting it was against Old Blues, a club who we have so much history with – indeed it was a 
few players who left SBC many years ago that formed Old Blues in 2011. 
 

The trophy was named after two legends – Edward Watson for South Bank CUACO 
and Dom Roberts for Old Blues. Clubs don’t survive without volunteers but these two 
go the extra mile to drive our clubs forward – we are very fortunate to have them 
doing what they do for us. 
 
As for the football, the Club Langley hosted all four matches with the 7s getting SBC 
off to the perfect start with a 5-0 win v Old Blues 4s. A much more closer game took 
place on a pitch nearby as missed chance after missed chance meant the 2s game 
went to penalties after an eventful 0-0 draw. After Old Blues missed the first, it was 
left to Nathan Cameron to calmly slot home the winning pen to give SBC a 2-0 lead in 
the overall competition. 

 
 
The 2pm kick offs started better for Old Blues as their 3s beat SBC 6s 2-0 in another close match. All eyes turned to the 1s with 
SBC praying Watson’s troops could get that final win to ensure it didn’t go to an MLS style penalty shoot out for the trophy. 
Another close match with SBC coming out on top of a 5 goal thriller, Jimmy Williams with the winner on debut. SBC secured 
the overall competition win 3-1 but no doubt Old Blues will be seeking revenge in 2021. 
 
A quick presentation of the trophy followed as Dom Fryer from Old Blues presented to Edward Watson. Despite a number of 
contenders, the SBC performance of the day went to Nathan Cameron from the 2s, an excellent all action performance in 
attack and defence and of course, showed the minerals to score the winning penalty. 
 
A great day all round between two excellent clubs and led nicely onto the evening socials – the start of a tradition every pre-
season! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

One notable part of the day was the delayed awarding of the player card to the 
Clubman of the Year Edward Watson (it arrived after the end of season do). 
 
Whilst this fanzine could be full of typo’s, we can confirm the score for Dribbling at 92 
is not. Yes, 92! 
 
Any complaints at this mark, of which we expect there to be plenty, should be 
directed to Ollie Watson! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m one of the lucky ones who has had the opportunity to travel round Spain so when the editors of In off the Shin asked me to 
share my extensive knowledge, I was only delighted to help – even more lives to change! Unfortunately, they have only given 
me a small section in this issue so this is just a drop in the ocean but I’ll cover the main highlights of my travels. You can 
however all call me 24/7 if there’s anything I haven’t covered, you know I’m a giver to the people! 
 
The first thing you notice is the weather is hot. I would be bold enough to say very hot but that could change depending on 
when you go. I also noticed the locals don’t speak English but instead speak a language called Spanish, a little bit like Edu in the 
2s and Kike in the 8s. 
 
Enough about setting the scene. Let’s get to know Spain in a bit more depth and dive right in. One of my favourite places to go 
to in Seville is Terminal 1, a lovely quaint place where you can really get to know Spain at its purest. It can be busy at times so 
timing is important to ensure you can enjoy the scenic beauty without being overrun with tourists. 
 

For a little off the beaten track, a bit further down from Seville 
Terminal 1 is a lovely place called Aicafe. It’s a café in 
Terminal 2. You can sit there and see Spain go by in it’s 
magnificent splendour. I also flirted with the waitress there 
and got a free cookie with my coffee, Spanish hospitality at its 
finest! 

 
There is so much more to say but I hope I have given you a 
little bit of insight into my experience of Spain.  
 
If you want to know more, please get in touch – here’s a 
heatmap of the areas I have a good knowledge of (with the 
caveat that a lot of that will really be what I could see from 
the plane, which was mainly clouds. Oh yeah, Spain also has a 
lot of clouds at 30,000 feet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you had an injury or fall whilst on South Bank duty that (probably) wasn’t your fault? Even if it was, call 
South Bank CUACO Injury Lawyers 4 U to see if we can get you the compensation that you so thoroughly deserve.  
 
Don’t just take our word for it, here’s one of our many happy clients: 
 

‘I was on a historic Tour of Krakow when I stopped to have a drink with my clubmates  
from South Bank CUACO. We were talking about renaissance art, writing some poetry, 
seeing if I could wear Liam’s shorts without tearing them – you know the sort of things 
classy lads do. My good friend Tom Condon and I couldn’t have had more than 2 
vodkas when I felt the earth go beneath me and I was unable to connect whilst trying 
to backheel my shorts, something I can do 99 times out of 100. My face hit the gravel 
pretty hard – my good friend Daniel Rolfe was immediately concerned and made sure I 
got back home safely. I must’ve been concussed as I could remember very little! 
 
I got back to the UK and called South Bank CUACO Injury Lawyers 4 U. They made me 
sign some forms and after a non-refundable payment of £5k, they took the club to 
court and got me £1.78. I got to keep all of it! 
 
Thanks South Bank CUACO Injury Lawyers 4 U.’ 
 
Christian Paschina    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

To please our fanbase that probably prefer pictures to words (there are others, not just you Louis!) here are some 

photos of Turney Road taken by our 3s blonde bombshell and all action midfielder, Michael Tomiak using his drone 

camera.  

               

               

               

               

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


